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Franklinton has a grocery store again.

Lower Lights Christian Health Center opened its nonprofit Jubilee Market on
Wednesday inside the renovated Anthony Thomas candy factory at 1160 W.
Broad St. The 4,500-square-foot grocery store offers discounts on fresh produce
to low-income residents.

Mounds of green apples, oranges, tomatoes and onions on tables greeted visitors
Wednesday, along with fresh celery, broccoli and cauliflower on shelves. A line
of people waited to buy lunch at the store’s Graze Cafe.

“We want to be here for the people of Franklinton,” said Ann Schiele, Lower
Lights’ chief strategy officer.

Residents living below the federal poverty gidelines, set at an annual income of
$25,100 for a family of four in 2018 in the 48 contiguous states and the District
of Columbia, are eligible to receive a 20 percent discount on fresh produce.
Those making between 100 and 200 percent of the poverty level can get a 15
percent discount.

Customers who want to apply for the discounts must schedule a short
appointment by calling 614-274-1455, and then option 1.

The store also will have a dietitian and entertainers from Franklinton on
weekends, Schiele said.

>> Join the conversation at Facebook.com/columbusdispatch and

connect with us on Twitter @DispatchAlerts

Resurgent Franklinton neighborhood welcomes
new grocery store

Resurgent Franklinton neighborhood welcomes new grocery store ... http://www.dispatch.com/news/20180516/resurgent-franklinton-ne...

1 of 2 9/26/18, 2:56 PM



Six of the grocery store’s seven employees are from Franklinton, she said,
including Roberta Ferguson, a cashier who said the store is great for the
neighborhood because people won’t have to travel as far to shop.

Schiele hopes that the store will employ 17 soon.

Outside the store, lifelong Franklinton resident Paula Kreider saidthe
neighborhood has been lacking a grocery store for years since Big Bear and
Kroger pulled out of the Central Point area south of Interstate 70. Kreider, 43,
said she was happy that fresh produce was available.

“It’s helping the community,” she said.

Another 25 employees work at the Graze Cafe and an affiliated catering
company, located on the second floor.

The $1.7 million spent to renovate the building had a $1 million fundraising
goal. To date, $797,475 has been raised, including a total of $300,000 from the
Hollywood Casino Columbus and the city of Columbus through the West Side
Community Fund, created to re-energize the area near the casino. Lower Lights
secured a loan for the remaining amount.

Schiele said that Lower Lights worked four to five years ago to attract a grocer to
Franklinton with no success. So its leaders decided to do something about it
themselves.

Trent Smith, who leads the Franklinton Board of Trade and Franklinton Area
Commission, said the store will be another vibrant spot along West Broad Street
in a rejuvenating Franklinton, and he hopes it will attract more development,
including more grocers.

The store will be open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday and noon
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
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